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September 18, 2019 by Olivia Hanford

Kelli Washington, BSBA ’94, received multiple accolades

for her work as managing director of research and

investment strategy at Cleveland Clinic.
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In June, Washington was named one of Institutional

Investor’s Most Wanted Allocators. The list features

executives who are “most coveted for chief investment

o!cer roles.” The ranking is determined by both the

candidate’s portfolio and the candidate’s non-portfolio

management skills, judged by executive recruiters in the

industry.

Out of 25, Washington was ranked 14th and was

recognized as “very polished” with “a great deal of

credibility.” Recruiters encourage readers to “keep an

eye on her.”

Rightly so, as Washington was named to another list

about a week later.

Washington was one of 30 named to Chief Investment

O!cer’s Class of 2019 NextGens for her ability to

“e"ectively harness and analyze a vast amount of data.”

NextGens are nominated anonymously by the

investment community for their leadership skills.

In her role, Washington works to manage institutional

assets at Cleveland Clinic, one of the largest and most

respected hospitals in the country.

Although her work is based in Cleveland, Washington

constantly thinks global. In an interview with Chief

Investment O!cer, she spoke about the opportunities

and challenges when investing in other markets like

China, India and Saudi Arabia. “To be able to think

about how we can help companies in…other markets to

https://www.institutionalinvestor.com/article/b1fn8dfxl9xzx8/II-s-Most-Wanted-Allocators-First-Team
https://www.ai-cio.com/lists/2019-nextgen/
https://www.ai-cio.com/lists/2019-nextgen/?pid=43242
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/about
https://www.ai-cio.com/lists/2019-nextgen/?pid=43242
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grow and expand while earning a return that will serve

our mission is very exciting,” she said.

Washington’s interest for endowment and foundation

management started at Olin where she served as a

student representative to the board of trustees on the

#nance committee. Through that experience, she “came

to understand the role and importance of having a pool

of assets to support operations, research, and

scholarship.”
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