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On national #savestudentnewsrooms day, the actions taken by Saint Louis University
Student Government Association and administration demonstrated the inspiration behind a
movement on campus across America.

On April 25, Saint Louis University’s student run paper, the University News, was moved to
a smaller location. The relocation of U-News follows the relocation of SLU-TV in 2016,
leading many students to wonder if there is a disregard for student-produced media.

For the staff of U-News, the notification came as a surprise. According to U-News Editor in
Chief, Megan Anthony, the staff was not given any previous indication about any change for
the upcoming school year.

Anthony said, “this confusion soon turned to frustration because the administration
continued to insist that we didn’t ask the right people for help, but we didn’t even know
this was happening, so how do we ask for help?”

Little did the staff know, a panel of two representatives of the Student Government
Association, or SGA, and SLU administration had been discussing the situation for some
time. However, SGA technically has no authority over U-News, since they are not a
Chartered Student Organization (CSO) under SGA.

What sets U-News apart from other student organizations and most other newspapers in
the country, is that is U-News is self-funded. U-News receives no money from SLU and relies
on advertising to fund its endeavors.

In fact, Bobby Stillwell, sports editor, said U-News is “a bargain for the University to work
with us because they don’t pay for much.”

Many staff members of the U-News are worried. Anthony explained how she feels the future
of U-News is in danger. Due to the space constraints, the incoming editorial board has no
room for meetings. But the problems reach far wider.

Anthony is most worried about how the loss of their current office will detract from the
collaboration within U-News, expecting some staffers to drop when they realize they’ll be
working alone. “When we have less staff, it affects our product, which affects our readers.
It’s a chain reaction that in five to ten years will be evident across SLU’s campus,” said
Anthony.

Amber Hinsley, SLU’s communication professor and a former journalist, poster her opinions
on social media.

 

Hinsley empathized with administration, but didn’t agree with the steps they took. Hinsley
said, “not notifying the U-News that their newsroom was under consideration for being
given away and not offering student editors an opportunity to make a case for staying in
their space is unacceptable.” She continued, “the university’s decision to move the
newsroom with no input from the student editors demonstrates an absolute lack of respect
for student media and its position as the voice of students.”

The move sounds eerily similar to another student news organization, SLU-TV, which was
moved from their studio last year into a storage closet in the KSLU studio.

https://youtu.be/-bJKcdf1xsU

Unlike U-News, SLU-TV is a CSO under SGA giving them more room to appeal. However,
when SLU-TV Executive Board Members attempted to appeal, SGA didn’t allow SLU-TV to
fight for their studio.

SGA notified SLU-TV during midterms of Fall 2016, but gave them barely a week to move all
of their equipment out of their studio. Like U-News, there was no previous indicator that
change was coming.

When SLU-TV asked for reasons why, SGA told SLU-TV that they didn’t do enough for the
community to warrant the size of the space they occupied. However, SLU-TV president,
Kayla Colwell responded, “a large studio is needed for what we do.”

SLU-TV’s process after relocation has been a long and slow one. Although they moved
during midterms of Fall 2016, their studio was not finished until January 2018. SLU-TV
placed a request with the Student Involvement Center (SIC) for a door, desk, chairs,
computer table, and a new coat of paint. Colwell wishes she would have done everything
herself saying “it would have been way more reliable” than counting on the SIC. Still today,
the studio can’t fit most of SLU-TV’s equipment. “I tried to stay optimistic,” said Colwell,
“but it became really hard when the process was glacier slow to set up the new studio.”

This relocation and subsequent waiting game caused SLU-TV to scrap its weekly live
newscasts and limited their production to only three videos during 2016-2017 school year.

Colwell offered U-News some solace during this difficult time. Colwell said, “know that all
media groups on campus are standing behind you and are ready to fight with you. SLU
Media is stronger than what SLU thinks it is.”

According to Anthony, U-News has appealed the decision, but is working together with SGA
to come to a compromise.

According to the official notification, SGA was planning to make the office a common space
for cultural groups. However, U-News staff thought that using the empty areas in residence
halls would be better equipped for cultural groups.

Student journalists at SLU are not alone in their problems. Recently a campaign emerged on
Twitter to bring awareness to diminishing student newsrooms called
#savestudentnewsrooms. According to the organizations website, #savestudentnewsrooms
educates people about threats to student-run newsrooms and features testimonials from
past and present student journalists. To learn more, visit
https://savestudentnewsrooms.com.
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On Thursday, SLU students toured St. Louis Public Radio where they were able to tour a
newsroom, witness broadcasters on air, and ask questions to working journalists.

Many of those questions involved students asking about the nuts and bolts of the job, to
which many reporters answered the honest truth. However, it wasn’t all negative as Maria
Altman, an editor, shared her favorite part of the job: “I love journalism because not only do
you get to talk with the governor and the mayor, but also the people in the community.”
Maria further explained this by adding her journalistic experience–first with print and now
with radio. There are few other jobs with that advantage, as the students were able to see.

The class field trip provided supplemental material for the Introduction to Journalism Class.
No matter their career goals, students were able to walk away with meaningful lessons from
professionals, like to be enterprising and to find ways to gain experience.
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A  S I G N  P O S T E D  AT  T H E  T U N N E L  O F  O P P R E S S I O N

Saint Louis University held an interactive “Tunnel of Oppression” simulation on Thursday
to bring awareness to oppression, privilege, and power around the globe.

The Tunnel simulation allowed participants to better understand the struggles of oppressed
people around the globe. But first, students learned about the oppression on their own
campus.

Students walked a series of rooms showing the types of oppression groups of SLU students
face. The rooms highlighted oppression of race and identity.

To begin, students reviewed the definitions of oppression, power, and privilege in the
context of the world today. They were put into the middle of the action shortly after.
Students listened to their peers talk about their personal experiences with oppression at
SLU.

Two large groups that expressed feelings of oppression were the African American and
LGBTQ+ communities. Messages produced by African American students urged the SLU
administration to appreciate the African American community, instead of using them as a
marketing tool. LGTBQ+ students highlighted how oppression of LGBTQ+ students led many
of them to turn to drastic actions such as suicide.

Participants reflected on their privilege and expressed empathy for the groups that face
oppression every day at the end.

One group has recently caught the world’s attention. In the past few weeks, small groups of
Muslims have been targeted in Southeast Asia. Rohingya Muslims have long been a target of
oppression for government in Myanmar or Burma. Recently, the tension has intensified
after a Rohingya militant group began to fight back. Since then, the Myanmar government
has oppressed the entire Muslim population, including burning Muslim villages and killing
many Muslims. The United Nations is now involved calling the whole situation an act of
ethnic cleansing.

Students were somber after the simulation. They finished the tour with feelings of shame,
hopelessness, and a fresh realization of the privilege they were born into.

Residence Hall Coordinator Justin Stoeckle, facilitated the morning tour.

(SOT 0:08) “Those feelings of shame and hopelessness are definitely real, but I also
think that hopelessness is also our privilege coming through.”

He said we have a privilege of ignoring oppression because it may not always affect us.
Stoeckle strongly encouraged students to educate themselves about oppression around the
world, like the events in Myanmar. According to Stoeckle, we can only make a difference
with education of oppression and privilege.

The Tunnel of Oppression simulation was one of the many events as a part of Saint Louis
University’s 18 Annual ATLAS Week. According to the SLU’s website, Atlas Week strives to
educate students and enhance their awareness of global injustice. This year’s theme is
“From Broken Walls, We Build Bridges: Out of Conflict Rises Community.” For more
information or for a full schedule of events, visit http://www.slu.edu/atlas.
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Unlike typical marches along St. Louis streets, Saturday’s March for Our Lives was led by a
significantly younger crowd, mostly college-aged kids, using their voice for a change in gun
laws.

Nearly 10,000 to 15,000 people braved the brisk weather to send a message to the
government. A majority of those activists were college students who came from Saint Louis
University.

Sensing how popular the March would be among SLU students, SLU College Democrats
hosted a sign making event prior to the March. SLU College Democrats President Robert
Lasky hoped to encourage those to March. He said, “people are busy and can’t always afford
supplies, and I thought by providing posters and markers, people who might have been too
busy or couldn’t afford to make a poster would be able to make one.”

While the SLU College Democrats event only saw a handful of students, the march proved to
be significantly more attended.

Emily Westropp, a freshman at SLU, was “buzzing” while attending the March. She felt an
overwhelming sense of empowerment when she registered to vote and listened to a speech
made by a young woman like herself, Washington University freshman Lexi Lampkin who
used rationalization to make her case for gun control.

Mary Alice Oehch, a sophomore at SLU, is no stranger to social justice after attending the
Women’s March last year, but this year decided to take a more active role by helping people
register to vote. She called the experience “amazing,” saying that it was awesome to see
young people, like herself, get excited about exercising their right to vote.

Similarly, Lasky also helped register voters at the march. The most special thing about this
particular march, according to Lasky, was that it “engaged young-America” and “showed
our establishment that young people aren’t just kids; their voices matter, their opinions
matter, and they’re coming to vote this November.”

Though they may be half the age of the politicians setting the rules, the attitude of the
march implied that the next generation doesn’t seem to be backing down anytime soon.

“School shootings get swept under the rug way too much,” said Oehch.

“America is a democracy.” said Westropp, “We have a say in our government and we believe
in restriction on weapons of mass destruction. President Trump cannot turn a blind eye to
this and he has to listen to the thousands of people out here marching on the streets.”

Lasky said, “this march delivered unified messages to those in office, and this march
conveyed very clearly that if you’re a politician who’d rather choose NRA money over your
constituents, you’re about to be out of a job.”

In the tradition of previous marches, some of the most powerful words were not spoken,
but plastered on posters.

“I will no longer accept the things I cannot change. I will change the things I cannot
accept,” read Oehch’s stand-out sign, a spinoff of the serenity prayer.

“Guidance Counselors Not Guns,” were words that struck Westropp. She had a close
relationship with her high school guidance counselor and knows how important it is for
students to get the help that they need during difficult times. “Making guidance counselors
more available to students could help troubled kids before they even think about doing
something horrible to their classmates or their school.”

St. Louis was one of the 800 cities that participated in the March for Our Lives on March 24.
Prompted by the shooting at Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida, the common goal
was to assure “timely passage of legislation to effectively address the gun violence issues
that are rampant in our country,” according to the March for Our Lives website.
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P H O T O  B Y  K M O V

Investigative Reporter Lauren Trager, the journalist who broke the news of Missouri
Governor Eric Greiten’s extramarital affair, spoke to students.

Trager reasoned with one question while choosing whether or not to run the story– “Can
you tell a woman’s story without her in it?” As Trager later discovered, the answer is yes,
but as long as the story was conducted in an ethical manner. Trager explained how no story
is important enough to make you go against your ethics.

Trager visited an Introduction to Journalism Class at Saint Louis University Tuesday
morning. Trager was a particularly interesting speaker since Governor Greitens’ story had
made front page news since the first day of the semester. Trager’s experiences with the
Greiten’s story were textbook examples of the journalistic ethics they had talked about in
class.
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E V A  F R A N C E

For a young woman that comes from a large family, Eva France’s life has been a truly
singular experience. France’s time in the spotlight allowed her to develop strong
relationships with her parents, explore her passions, and develop prominent character
traits.

France’s family is made up of herself, mom, and dad. They reside in Loveland, Ohio.
However, they prefer to spend their time in Cincinnati with other family members and
usually make the two-hour drive three times every week. These trips have established the
importance of family for Eva, even though she’s distinguishably different than her other
relatives.

Eva and her family of three are a rarity compared to her other family members. Her mom
has 10 siblings and Eva has more than 200 cousins. Things may get a little loud here and
there, but she ultimately “loves it.”

Back in Loveland, France’s childhood was full of a lot of one-on-one interaction with her
parents. This quality time gave France an advantage and allowed her to mature much faster
than her peers. “Even at a young age, I was always surrounded by adults so I’m really good
at talking to them,” says France.

Since Eva was the sole focus of attention, it afforded her the opportunity to try many
different activities as a kid. Like most children, she tried different sports growing up, but
none of them ever stuck. “I was really horrible at every sport I ever played,” she said.

Eventually though, something did stick—music. She grew up playing the piano and singing.
France developed a great relationship with her music mentors over the years, but especially
with her high school music teacher. Even in college, France and her teacher still have
weekly phone calls to fill each other in on their lives.

France’s drive and motivation, instilled in her during childhood, have driven her to become
equally involved in college. France is a member of the Micah learning community, a special
community for undergraduate students, named after the book in the Bible. Placement in
the Micah learning community requires her to complete at least 30 hours of service per
semester which she fulfills by tutoring a 6-year-old boy every week. When she is not busy
with Micah, she keeps busy with fine arts. She is a part of the Master Singers choir, works in
the costume shop, DJs on the university radio station, and was cast in the spring theatrical
production of Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson.

With the influence of her mom, France believes she can do anything she sets her mind to.
She considers her strongest quality her relentless positivity. She considers herself “very,
very, very optimistic,” sometimes even to a fault.

She originally came to college hoping to create policy change about urban food desserts and
declared a major with nutritional dietetics, but soon realized how much she missed her
humanities classes. France decided to stick with the subjects she’s loved her whole life. As of
this semester, she is pursuing a degree in communication and English with minors in
sociology and music.

Looking forward, France hopes always to keep sound waves and music in her life. She’d like
to be an audio editor or reporter for NPR’s “This American Life” one day.

Armed with her positive attitude and the experiences college will provide, France is sure to
make an impression. France’s time in the spotlight will hardly be coming to end anytime
soon.
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P H O T O  B Y  P H I L L I P  M O N T G O M E R Y  F O R  T H E  N E W  Y O R K E R

I chose this profile piece because I found it to be very interesting. I had heard of Tucker
Carlson before, but knew little about his newfound fame or his journey to get there. This
profile in The New Yorker educates readers about what makes Carlson stand out from
another broadcast journalists in his field or on his network. Especially in the current
political climate, Carlson is an interesting character who is becoming notable for his words
and actions.

I came across this piece when scrolling through profile pieces the New Yorker’s website. I
also was intrigued to see a piece about Carlson on the New Yorker, especially since Carlson
has conservative views and the New Yorker leans more liberal. Overall, I was impressed at
the objectivity the writer, Kelefa Sanneh, gave the piece, even if the topic may not have
always closely aligned with the tendencies of the news organization.

I am interested in the manner in which he conducts himself. He is very direct and is not
afraid to publicize his own political views. He also seems to not put on a facade when he is
on camera, like a lot of other news reporters do. Overall, his personality is fascinating and I
anticipate that he will continue to be in the spotlight as long as the current political
situation persists.

Here is the link to the New Yorker’s Profile Piece.
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P H O T O  B Y  E L I Z A B E T H  W I S E M A N

Olivia Hanford was raised in St. Louis, Missouri where she had the opportunity to learn,
grow, and experiment with the constant support of her loving family. In many ways, Olivia’s
upbringing was an experiment. Not only was she the first-born child, but also quite
different than what her parents had expected. Her dad was a superior athlete leading him
to believe that his daughter may inherit the same athletic ability. Her mom was a successful
physical therapist who excelled in math and science and hoped Olivia would share the same
passions. Much to her parent’s chagrin, she preferred to do cartwheels on the soccer field
instead of kick the ball and preferred to read books rather than perform addition or
subtraction. At the age of eight she officially ruled out all athletic activities from her
extracurriculars and enrolled in dance class where she discovered her first passion,
performing arts. Dance lessons led to vocal lessons and onto theatrical productions on both
stage and screen. Through her performances, Olivia learned to set goals and achieve them, a
skill that transferred into the classroom as well as daily life.

Olivia not only took a liking to the performing arts, but also the language arts. From a
young age, Olivia could be found reading a book or writing a make-believe story. Her
imagination and fascination with the make believe, whether on stage or in books, led her to
ask questions and pursue the answers. Her thirst for knowledge pushed her to attend the
prestigious Cor Jesu Academy and eventually Saint Louis University. As she got older, she
looked for ways to combine her love of the arts with a profession outside of the theatrical
realm. In her search, she was drawn to any activity that gave her the opportunity to be
creative and, along the way, found a love for storytelling and video production. When time
came to choose a career path, she decided to combine her creative strengths with her
intellectual strengths and pursue a degree in journalism. She hopes to be a successful
broadcast journalist one day.

Olivia’s life experiences have led her to develop a positive attitude, strong organization
skills, and a tenacious work ethic. Her desire to produce her best work sometimes leads to
perfectionism, but most often results in a product she is proud to call her own. Looking
forward, she aims to leave her mark on the world and spark change during her lifetime.
Equipped with a journalism degree, she believes she can leave the world a better place than
she found it. She hopes to have the pleasure of delivering the news to American homes each
day much like the people who provided the day’s news in her living room when she was a
kid. Whether on stage or within academia, Olivia sets goals and achieves them never
ceasing and working tirelessly to hone her skills. She owes all of her success to her biggest
supporters, her mom and dad, and would like to thank them for always believing in her, no
matter the endeavor.
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STUDENT MEDIA MOVED TO SMALLER SPACES

STUDENTS VISIT ST. LOUIS PUBLIC RADIO

OPPRESSION SIMULATION MAKES
GLOBAL CONNECTION
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FRANCE SHINES IN THE SPOTLIGHT

“TUCKER CARLSON’S FIGHTING WORDS”

IMAGINATIVE YOUNG GIRL TURNS HER
PASSIONS INTO A PROFESSION
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